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Prayer Corner of the World… 
  
 
In India, their new government is radicalizing society as the influence of fundamentalist 
Hindus increases.  Spies in churches monitor Christian activity and a number of states 
use anti-conversion laws to inhibit their work.  Violence against Christians in India is 
rampant. Incidents occur almost daily.  Church buildings and believers' homes are de-
stroyed, pastors and church members are beaten up and sometimes even killed.  Con-
verts from a Hindu background and non-traditional Protestant groups suffer the most.  
Hindus who attack Christians and Muslims can do so with freedom to do so. 
 
You might not think the largest growing population of the world would invest themselves 
in such practices as persecution of Christians, but it occurs daily.  In north eastern India 
Christians face frequent discrimination and attacks.  The Hindu community often boycotts them, leaving many Christians 
without a reliable source of income.  Christians who are able to get work are easily cheated, as many are illiterate and unable 
to make the most basic calculations.  Life is very tough.  There are only a couple of Christian families in some villages and so 
they are discriminated against by the rest of the villagers.  
 
Hinduism is experiencing a revival at the moment and India's Christians face pressure in all spheres of life, although the level 
of persecution and the nature of it varies around the country.  Anti-conversion laws in certain states are frequently used as a 
pretext to disturb and disrupt church services, as well as to harass, beat up and accuse Christian believers and leaders.  In 
some states, it is virtually impossible to get permission to build or renovate a church building, whereas people do not have to 
get permission to build new Hindu temples. 
 
Due to this climate of fear, Christians find it difficult in some states to testify about their faith, to distribute Christian materials 
or to conduct social work.  These kinds of things are usually not prohibited by law, but as all church activities can be per-
ceived as 'hurting religious feelings' and 'disturbing peace and order', Christians need to be very cautious.  Some were beat-
en up in 2014, others had to stand trials, house churches were raided and their Bibles and hymn books confiscated, because 
they were seen as 'conversion materials'.  There are countless cases where Hindu attackers are deliberately left unpunished 
and Christian victims face accusations and trials.  The laws are specifically misused against Christians and the abusers fre-
quently get away with it.  Christian converts from a Hindu background are often under huge pressure to return to Hinduism.  
Every tactic to achieve this is applied, even if this means killing the convert. 
 
Please Pray: 

· For the protection of Christians who are becoming increasingly vulnerable to a campaign of attacks and enforced 're-
conversion' by Hindu radicals; 

· For wisdom for church leaders struggling to get permission to build churches.  Pray for good legal advice; 
· Praise God for those strengthening the church through literacy and livelihood projects and biblical training. 

A Prayer for Troubled Times 
O God of heaven and earth, who’s bigger than nations and factions, be with us as we live through times of terror, despair 
and danger. Be the strength of people who’ve been touched personally by disaster. Come with healing to those who are 
injured. Be the eternal rest of those who’ve died. Be the energy, compassion and fortitude of those who must pick through 
the wreckage. Grant our leaders courage and a double portion of your wisdom. The day of universal brotherhood seems 

farther off than ever, O God, but help us not despair of trying to accomplish it. Strengthen our faith. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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Pastor Paul Hauser 

Pastor’s Page… 
 
 
The Oxford Dictionary defines “political correctness” as the avoidance, often consid-
ered as taken to extremes, of forms of expression or action that are perceived to ex-
clude, marginalize, or insult groups of people who are socially disadvantaged or dis-
criminated against.  In other words, political correctness is used to criticize language, 
actions, or policies seen as being excessively calculated to not offend or disadvantage 
any particular group of people in society.  Political correctness has its place, but in our 
society today, it has become misplaced and oppressive.  To the world it’s “trash talk”. 
 
When someone refers to a mentally impaired person or special child as a retard, it 
seems obvious that offense could be easily given that isn’t necessary.  But, when someone refers to God and His Word 
as offending others, so that chaplains in our armed forces are not allowed to speak the truth in love to comfort fellow 
soldiers, than someone is offending God and all Christians!   
 
As Christians, God calls on us to not offend the weak consciences of Christians, and to consider others and their inter-
ests instead of just our own.  But, when political correctness of the world dictates our behavior instead of Jesus and His 
Word, then we, like St. Paul or Martin Luther, need to bow only to our Lord, and stand on His truth, regardless of who it 
could offend.   
 
Jesus offended many.  When He taught others their need to eat His body and drink His blood, people thought this son 
of Joseph the Carpenter must have had a hammer hit His head.  To the world, Jesus seems crazy, and His people 
seem fanatical, extreme, unbalanced.  But, Jesus wasn’t hammered in the head, He was hammered with nails through 
His hands and feet, and rose to become an authority above all Political Correctness, as the Head of the Church.  Be-
cause God was crazy about us, His cross took out the trash of all the sinful garbage that came out of our mouths and 
lives. 
 
The world needs Christians like us to speak biblically correct truth in love, that sin may become offensive again to peo-
ple who judge right as wrong, and wrong as right.  We need to do that gently, so as not to fall into the same sins as oth-
ers in our pride.  We need to do that prayerfully, asking the Holy Spirit to control our tongues so we do not offend the 
Holy Spirit, even as others may not like what we say or how we put it.   
 
We are the body of Christ with His mind, His mouth, His heart, His arms and legs to walk and talk in this world, in such 
a loving way that people see what is really correct, God and His Word in Jesus Christ.  Let others see and hear you 
speak up for Christ, and bend down to comfort and help them understand the language of God’s love.  Perhaps, they 
will learn His language as their way of speaking and living!   
 
I am your pastor, not a politician, speaking from the heart of God’s Word to you, for you, with you, to a world lost in 
many words and issues, which only Jesus can clear up. 

      
Pastor Paul Hauser, a Packer fan…(whoops!) 
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Gazebo Restoration Project 
 
The gazebo was built in 1996 by Lew Krauss and his staff of 
workers. After twenty years, the gazebo was in restoration. 
The years of being in the harsh Michigan weather had taken 
its toll on the cedar wood and its finish. Technology in wood 
coatings have come a long way with UV inhibitors and 
breathable products that improve the woods life span. It was 
decided to get the gazebo back into looking new again. Rob-
ert Kenel of R. G. Kenel Log Builders of St. Charles was se-
lected to give recommendations on what to do and how to 
proceed.   
 
It was decided that the best thing to do would be to remove 
the old finish which was a film forming finish not recommended for exterior use according to new building standards. Blast-
ing was the best choice as chemical strippers are much more costly and not good for the wood or the environment. Bob 
has used recycled glass beads for many years in restoration of log homes. The beads are a much better choice than 
sand, corn shells or soda and do less damage to the cedar wood.  
 
After the blasting was completed the rotten boards could be clearly seen and replacement would begin. The ramp and 
railings showed the most damage as they were more exposed to the weather than the upper areas and the ceiling. After 
removing some of the boards on the ramp, it became apparent that the entire ramp had badly deteriorated as well as most 
of the railing. All boards on the ramp were replaced as well as much of the railing. Small vents were installed on the skirt-
ing of the gazebo to let air under the floor to help reduce moisture buildup which would cause mold and decay under the 
floor.  
 
The project was completed just in time for our annual car and tractor show. The congregation can now take pride in a re-
stored gazebo for future events, photo opportunities and activities.  

 
Bob Kenel graduated from Swan Valley High School in 1974 
and continued his education with a degree in residential con-
struction.  His career began in 1976 and led him to be a well 
known log builder all around Michigan and throughout the United 
States. Bob also has a contract working for National Geograph-
ic. He began as a consulting contract manager which turned into 
his character of Grizzly Bob  on the show “Cabin Fever” which 
aired this past February.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
It is very evident that Bob takes much pride in his work. Bob stated 
that the gazebo was very well constructed by Lew Krauss and his staff 
of workers and sends his thank you to Zion for allowing him the oppor-
tunity to restore this beautiful gazebo for our congregation to continue 
to enjoy.  

Bob Kenel,  of  R.G. Kenel Log Builders 
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Boards replaced on the ramp area.  Areas of decay on the skirting, railing and ramp area shown.  

View color pictures online at www.zionhemlock.org under “Connect” - Iva Chimes Newsletter 
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All 6th -12th Graders are Invited! 
 All 6th -12th graders are invited to join us for the upcoming scheduled youth events. Join us 
for an End of Summer get-together at the Pinet pond on Saturday, Aug 29th, 4-9 pm. We 
will provide food and drinks and ask that every family please bring a bag of chips or cook-
ies. Enjoy a fun time with swimming, kayaking, games, and a bonfire. 

On Saturday, Sept 12th – 5-9 pm join us for Pizza, Movie, and Game night at the church. 

Movie shown entitiled “DO YOU BELIEVE.” 

Our pop can drive continues to be very successful and we need to make another trip to 
return cans. We have already made $217 and have a lot of cans in the barn to return. If you are interested in helping, meet 

us after church on Sunday, Sept. 13th. (Note: some kids will be in catechism class at this time). 

We will tentatively plan to go to Frankenmuth’s Adventure Park on the afternoon of Saturday or Sunday, October 2-
3rd.  Please let JoAnn Pinet (989-615-5290) know if you are interested and which day works best for you. We can save mon-
ey if we book our group ahead, so JoAnn will let you know when she need a firm yes or no. Call or text JoAnn with any ques-

tions!  

Thank You!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A big thank you goes out to the 
youth group and their parents. 
They have painted all eight of our 
church location sign posts, as well 
as repainted the handicap striping 
and yellow striping in the parking 
lot and sidewalks. Also painted 
was “Step Down” on the steps 
leading into the church. They also 
spread mulch, donated by Meijer, 
around the gazebo area. Be sure 
to give a thank you to these fami-
lies and let them know their efforts 
are very much needed and greatly 
appreciated in keeping our facility 
looking beautiful! 
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Offerings Received  
for the Lord’s Work 

As of  
August 25, 2015 

 

Income received from: 
Loose Plate $    4,325 
General Fund Envelopes $ 109,303 
Mission $     5,003 
Maintenance $    8,794 
Misc. Other Income, Rent $  12,059 
Total Income $139,484 
 
Expenses 1/1/15 to 8/25/15 $ 141,152 
Income 1/1/15 thru 8/25/15 $ 139,484 
Income minus Expense ($ 1,668) 
 
Amount needed weekly $4,220 per budget  
Amount needed thru 8/25/15 (35 wks) $ 147,700 
Amount received thru 8/25/15  $ 139,484 
Amount short per budget                   $8,216 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League News 

Thank you to Darlene Keel and Diane Schultz along with wom-
en from Zion who prepared continental breakfast and lunch 
Saturday, May 3rd here at Zion where we hosted the “Spring 
Rally for LWML Saginaw Zone.   We had an outstanding at-
tendance of 47 women from 10 churches in the Saginaw Valley 
Zone which include Bethlehem, Good Shepherd, Holy Cross, 
Messiah, Nativity,  Peace, St. Mark, St Peter, and Zion.   We 
had so many compliments on our hospitality and our new fel-
lowship hall.   Thank you to Pastor Hauser for the sermon on 
Confession and Absolution with the theme on “Peace”.  Pastor 
James Krueger led a Bible Study in the fellowship hall on 

Peace based on John 14:27 which says “Do Not Be Afraid”. 

Our rally speaker, a mother of four children played the song by 
Casting Crowns ,“Does Anybody See Her” and spoke how God 

helped her in problems in her life.   

President Kathy Mundt had a short meeting and invited every-
one to attend the Michigan District LWML Convention July 18-

20th.  

Please mark your calendars for the Fall Rally, October 4, 2014.  
Close to home at St. Peter Lutheran Church.  The rallies usual-
ly start at 8:30 am and we are done by 12:30 pm refreshed 
with the Holy Spirit.  Bible Studies and worship are always in-

spirational. 

See you in October! 

Valley Lutheran  
Holiday Bazaar and 

Bake Sale 
October 31, 2015 

9 am—3 pm 
3560 McCarty  
Saginaw, MI  

Free Admission 
60 plus Vendors.  

 
Rental tables open to crafters, businesses, and 
home based consultants. Application deadline 

October 12, 2015. For contracts, see the church 
office or call Stacey Hildebrandt at 989-737-9348 

or Sheri Wood at 989-297-0787 

Sunday School, Confirmation,  
Adult Bible Study 

Opportunities 

Sunday School and Confir-
mation classes will begin Sep-
tember 13 following the wor-

ship service.  

Adult Bible Study groups will 
begin on Wednesday, Septem-

ber 9 from 10:30 am until noon studying the book of Judg-

es, interspersed with study of Lutheran hymns.  

Amen’s Bible Study will begin on Thursday, September 
17 and continue weekly from 6:30 – 8:30 pm on the 1st, 

3rd, 4th and 5th Thursdays studying the book of Genesis.  

CWC women’s group will meet on Thursdays from 12:30 – 
2:30 pm beginning October 8 and study the book of Ruth. 

Invite a friend to join you for any or all of these groups.  
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 Please report any corrections on 
birthdates or anniversary dates to the 

church office so we may make  
corrections. Thank you. 

September Birthdays and Anniversaries 
1 Christine McMahon 
2  Amy Siler 
4 Michelle Klemish 
5  Krista Kade 
  Adam Siler 
6 Joan Scott 
7 Kit Walton 
8 Carolyn Laurenz 
  Ella Schmoyer 
  Mildred Winslow 
10 Tina Moon 
  Ethan Jerry 
  Caitlyn Siler 
12 Laura Hollingsworth 
  Thatcher Hodges 
  Roger Kreger 

14 Shirley Gath 
  Connie Traub 
15 Rachel Greskowiak 
16 Hannah Bedtelyon 
17 Sandy Schultz 
19 Lacey Walton 
20 Pat Seeburger 
21 Braden Beyersdorf 
  Jonell Davis 
  Emily Farrar 
  Jim Knapik 
  Greg Neuenfeldt 
  Bonnie Krape 

 

1  Ken & De De Gath 
2  John & Ruth Shields 
6  Tim & Carol Little 
 Dick & Joyce Neuenfeldt 
8  Jason & Michelle Klemish 
9 Al & Arlene Rohn 
10  Fred & Irene Kruth 
 Nicholas & Lindsey Grillo 
11 Jim & Diane Schultz 
15 Jonathan & Tina Moon 
17  Troy & Michelle Beyersdorf 
 Jim & Carmen Rowe 
 21 Bud & Millie Parker 
 Dale & Cindy Thom 
23 Bill & Janet Kilgore 
26 David & Lori Kade 

 

22 Gary Frost 
  Lisa Spangler 
  Cindy Thom 
24 Dale Thom  
26 Ellie Beyersdorf 
27 Julie Hagarty 
  Elise Leasure 
28 Carol Dietrich 
29 Deb LaPorte 

   October Birthdays    and      Anniversaries 
1 Phillip Stange 
3 Sue Dijak (Brzezinski) 
4 Alan Reno 
5 Nicholas Coulter 
6 Kathy Clapp 
8 Ruth Shields 
9 Don Schomaker 
 Suzanne Carroll 
 Melvin Winslow 
12 Sarah Valliere 
14 Kelsey Clapp 
 David Hutfilz 
 Matthew Huey 
15 Rory Coulter 
 Paul Walter Hauser 
16 Ervin Hollingsworth 
17 Devin Wood 
19 Dwight Clapp 
 Christine Peacock 
 Jim Schultz 
 Delaney Seeburger 

2 Josh and Rebecca Hodges 

7 Bernard & Julayne Hutfilz 

9 John & Amy Schmoyer 

 Don & Gertie Schomaker 

10 Gary & Julie Neuenfeldt 

17 Dennis & Tina Osmond 

19 John & Julie Hagarty 

20 Elmer & Betty Blehm 

22 Gerald & Carolyn Laurenz 

28 Jim & Shanntelle Knapik  

30  Scott & Emily McFadden 

20 Jane Tessin 
21 Dominic Werry 
22 Candace Baccary 
  Adam Coty 
23 Diane Schultz 
 Craig Hilbrandt 
24 Cramer Laurenz 
 Bonnie Neuenfeldt  
25 Ken Knoerr 
 Jennifer LaPorte 
27 Sue Burdick 
28 Chris Hagarty 
 Frank Yell 
29 Cameron Bedtelyon 
30 Jerry Farrar 
 David Wietfeldt 
 Katie Pinet 
 Richard Wietfeldt 
 Chandler Worley 
31 Rose Putnam 
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September/October Calendar 

Sep 6 9:30 am Worship w/Communion 
Sep 7 Labor Day 
Sep 8 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Sep 9 10:30 am Bible Study 
Sep 10 7:00 pm Elders 
Sep 11 Patriot Day 
Sep 12 5:00—9:00 pm Youth Movie Night 
Sep 13 9:30 am Worship 
 11:00 am Confirmation Class 
 Youth Group Can Return 
Sep 14 7:00 pm Evangelism/Stewardship 
Sep 15 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Sep 16 10:30 am Bible Study 
Sep 17 Amen’s Bible Study 
Sep 20 9:30 am Worship w/Communion 
 11:00 am Confirmation Class 
Sep 22 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Sep 23 10:30 am Bible Study 
Sep 24 Amen’s Bible Study 
Sep 25 6:00 pm Brickel Wedding Rehearsal 
Sep 26 2:00 pm Brickel Wedding 
Sep 27 9:30 am Worship 
 11:00 am Confirmation Class 
Sep 29 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Sep 30 10:30 am Bible Study 
 

Oct 2/3  Youth To Frankenmuth Adventure Park 
 Check with JoAnn Pinet for selected date 
Oct 4 9:30 am Worship w/Communion (LWML Sunday) 
 11:00 am Confirmation Class 
Oct 6 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Oct 7 10:30 am Bible Study 
Oct 8 12:30-2:30 pm CWC Bible Study 
 7:00 pm Elders 
Oct 11 9:30 am Worship 
 11:00 am Confirmation Class 
Oct 12 7:00 pm Evangelism/Stewardship 
Oct 13 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Oct 14 10:30 am Bible Study 
Oct 15 12:30—2:30 pm CWC Bible Study 
 6:30-8:00 pm Amen’s Bible Study 
Oct 18 9:30 am Worship w/Communion 
 Following service Voters’ Assembly Meeting 
 11:00 am Confirmation Class 
Oct 20 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Oct 21 10:30 am Bible Study 
Oct 22 12:30—2:30 pm CWC Bible Study 
 6:30—8:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study 
Oct 25 9:30 am Worship 
 11:00 am Confirmation Class 
Oct 27 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Oct 28 Bible Study 
Oct 29 12:30—2:30 pm CWC Bible Study 
 6:30 –8:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study 

Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to bring an old car, tractor, hit and miss engines or garden tractors out for our annu-
al show. Thanks you also to those who brought a pie for the auction, helped serve food or played music for the afternoon.  
A special thank you to the quilters for their time and talent in making three beautiful quilts for the auction. Food sales totaled 
$500 and the pie and quilt auction brought $1014 which were designated to go toward the furnace bills for the church. Thank 
you to everyone!  All of your help is greatly appreciated in making this annual event successful! 

 



The mission and vision of Zion Lutheran Church is to 
share Jesus with all people as we 

J~oyfully worship 
E~ducate all people 
S~hare God’s Word 
U~tilize all gifts 
S~erve all souls 

Zion Lutheran Church 
17927 Dice Road 
Hemlock, Michigan 48626 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
Pastor: Rev. Paul Hauser           
Church Office - 989-642-5909 
Secretary Office Hours Tues. & Thurs. 2-4 pm 
                    Fri 9 am-11 am 
Pastor Home   989-327-1557 
Pastor’s Cell Phone                 989-964-8722 
Zion’s E-mail                         admin@zionhemlock.org  
Zion’s Website                    www.zionhemlock.org 
   
Zion’s newsletter, “The Iva Chimes” is published monthly. Information to 
be included in the newsletter is due on or before the 23rd of the month 

and can be faxed or emailed to the church.     

Who’s Who 

  Sunday Worship Schedule 
    9:30 A.M. Divine Worship Service 

10:45 am Sunday School (Sept—May) 
        (Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
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View this newsletter 
online at 

www.zionhemlock.org 
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